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7™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

10:00 A.M. JULY 12,2026

INTRODUCTION

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are
fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

PRELUDE “Christ, Be Our Light” arr. Bernadette Farrell ~ Nate Krnac

You may stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

)
C

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy

burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth
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GREETING
P
Holy Spirit is with you all.

C And is also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
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PEACE

The peace of Christ is with you always.
And is also with you.

Please take a moment to share the peace
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together the prayer of the day.
C Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

-

You may be seated.

WE HEAR THE WORD
The pericopes readings for this week are: Isaiah 55:10-13, Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13; Romans 8:1-
11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose and succeed
in the thing for which | sent it.

For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not
be cut off.

After the reading:

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 65 “Change My Heart, O God”
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13 chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!
A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the
sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. If
you have ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this
age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty.”

After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
You may be seated.

MESSAGE
Pastor Joel Richter
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SPECIAL MUSIC

““His Eye is On the Sparrow’

Savannah Lenze

Y

by Gabriel

Offering is taken and the offering plates will be passed. You may put your donation in
one of the pew envelopes and put in the offering plates, or use the “Online Donator” card,
found in the pew rack. You can also support Advent’s Ministries by using this QR code:

You may stand.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

Christians, what do we believe?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence

God the silly Sower, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to
sow seed freely throughout the world with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite
our actions disregarding its wonder. Open our eyes and hearts to wonder as we
look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for
joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you raise us to new life as you raised Christ from the dead. Plant us
into communities around us and let us blossom and grow in new ways. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.
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A

C

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school
meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the
chronically ill who have exhausted their resources. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer
season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may
visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We thank you for the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

-

-
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor
is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

You may be seated.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Believing in the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, this
family of faith practices Eucharistic hospitality. All are welcome when they are
worshipping us.

Holy Communion Instructions
As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. The communicant may say: Amen
The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen

This communion bread is free from: Gluten, Dairy, Nuts, Egg and Yeast.
Grape juice is available by request at the chancel rail.

Please place your empty communion cup in the baskets
provided on the first row of chairs.

If you would like to receive communion at your seat,
please let an usher know.
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You may stand.

POST COMMUNION
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen
PRAYER
A Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C Amen.

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
BENEDICTION
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples.

C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Sun July 12, 2026

10:00 am

ACOLYTE Prescott Eiselstein
ORGANIST Nate Krnac
ASSISTING MINISTER Brent Welch

PASTOR

The Rev. Joel Richter

The Altar Flowers are given in honor of daughter, Debra’s, birthday, from Sandra Carpenter,
and in memory of Larry and Mary Lou Kable, Kristy Smith’s and Jana Milligan’s parents.

Please check the 2026 Altar Flower Chart located above the usher stand to order flowers in
honor of someone special or celebrating special occasions. Price is $25.00 per vase.
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This Week at Advent

International Potluck

Worship & Witness team meeting
Administration Team meeting
Building Use — Singing Buckeyes
Women'’s Bible Study

Worship @ The Estates

Praise & Worship Band rehearsal

11:00am
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:00pm
1:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Informational Meeting for ELCA Youth Gathering 2027

Sun July 12
Mon July 13
Tue July 14
Wed July 15

Looking Ahead:

July 26

August 9

Young Adults Fellowship @ Panera

11:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.
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Upcoming Commemorations
Sun July 12, 2026: Nathan S6derblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First World
War, S6derblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship principles, and
helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches.

FriJuly 17, 2026: Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566

A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the
military. Upon arriving in the West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with Indigenous
enslaved people whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. He worked in the
Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples.

“Paraments and Stole for Ordinary Time” (Green Paraments)

by Melissa Richeson-O’Neil, Artist

The words “Ordinary Time” are used to describe the weeks between church seasons - the
weeks that fall between Christmastime and Easter and the weeks between Pentecost and
Advent. The phrasing comes from the word “ordinal” meaning “counted” because we count
these weeks to track the progression of the church year and the readings from the lectionary.

Keep in mind, however, that this time is anything but “ordinary!” Advent’s paraments for
these weeks are full of energy. From the root at the base of the altar parament, four swirling
masses spring forth, representing the four commitments of the people at Advent - to worship
God, follow Jesus, serve others, and make disciples. The root itself mirrors the rose window
above the altar which includes the stump of Jesse from which “A shoot shall come out...”
(Isaiah 11:1). Flowing beneath and up the sides of the altar piece are streams of water in
purples and blues — the cleansing waters of God’s love which supported and nourished Jesse
and his descendants also nourish us through baptism.

The lower angles of both the altar and pulpit pieces reach upward from the center,
depicting us as we outstretch our arms in praise to God. Open areas in the hangings allow
sight of the shape and substance or the altar and pulpit, reminding us of the strength and love
we receive from God as we share both Word and Eucharist.
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