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A WARM WELCOME TO ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ON THIS FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3660 KENNY RD, COLUMBUS, OH 43220 
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WEBSITE: ADVENTELC.ORG 

 

INTERIM PASTOR DAVE HINKELMAN: 270.543.8060 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES: JEAN PONTIOUS 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES: MARCY LAYNE 
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER: COURTNEY PITTMAN 

NURSERY: COURTNEY CRUM 
STAFF & CONGREGATION SUPPORT: BETH PITTMAN 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT: BRENT WELCH 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
8:30 & 11:00 A.M.       FEBRUARY 1, 2026 

INTRODUCTION 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. 
For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those 
who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and 
calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 

 
PRELUDE  
 
8:30 am “This Little Light of Mine”  arr. Hayes  Jean Pontious 
11:00 AM “This Little Light of Mine”    Advent Angel Choir 
 

You may remain seated or stand. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the 
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

C Amen. 

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 
C you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the 

expense of our neighbors.  We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.  

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.  Turn us to seek your 

face.  Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, 

love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 

P The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a 

spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name.  May the Spirit give you strength to live 

for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” 

 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit is with you all. 
C And is also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PEACE 
P The peace of Christ is with you always. 
C And is also with you. 
 

Please take a moment to share the peace 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together the prayer of the day. 
C Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 

lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may 
see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Sit 

WE HEAR THE WORD 
 

The pericopes readings for this week are: Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 
READING: Micah 6:1-8 
      Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice.  Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
     “O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I 
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.  O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
     “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high?  Shall I come 
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to 
walk humbly with your God? 

 
After the reading:  
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 15   “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 

 

You may remain seated or stand. 
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ALLELUIA VERSE 

 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
     When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him.  And he began to speak and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will receive mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are 
you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 
After the reading:  
P    The Gospel of the Lord.     
C    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MESSAGE 

PASTOR DAVID HINKELMAN 
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SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
8:30 AM   “THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE”   

JEAN PONTIOUS & PASTOR DAVE HINKELMAN 

 
 
 

11:00 AM    “This Little Light of Mine”  arr. Hayes 
JEAN PONTIOUS 

 
 

Offering is taken and the offering plates will be passed.  You may put your donation in 
one of the pew envelopes and put in the offering plates, or use the “Online Donator” card, 
found in the pew rack.  You can also support Advent’s Ministries by using this QR code: 
 

 
 
 
 

You may remain seated or stand 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A Christians, what do we believe? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate,  
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was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day 
he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.  

A brief silence 

A God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do 
justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray 
for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Guide and grant wisdom to 
our Bishop Suzanne and national Bishop Rev. Yehiel Curry.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for 
the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the 
diversity of life on earth.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and 
respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, 
journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth.  
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, 

poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to 

safety. Remake implements of war to sow peace. We lift up Tanzania, Sudan, 

Ukraine, Gaza bless them with peace and safety. Guide the leaders of Israel, 

Russia, and the United States, in the way of peace, quell their violent ways. Be 

with all who are living in the valley of death.  Merciful God, 
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C receive our prayer. 

A God our healer, we pray for all who are affected by natural disasters.  We take a 
moment now to pray for those in need of healing; family members, friends, co-
workers, casual acquaintances and those we know by name, either out loud, or 
silently in our hearts (pause).  Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and 
for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model 
love for their neighbor and care for others.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A God of today and tomorrows, grant us and our call committee wisdom, 
patience, freedom from anxiety, and reassurance as we await your Spirits voice 
and revelation concerning a new leader who will walk with us.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed 
humbly with you.  Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

A Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in 
Christ Jesus our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  Come to the 
table; taste and see. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

This communion bread is free from:  Gluten, Dairy, Nuts, Egg and Yeast. 

Grape juice is available by request at the chancel rail. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the baskets  
provided on the first row of chairs. 

If you would like to receive communion at your seat, 
please let an usher know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION  
P And now may the body of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and His most holy 

and precious blood, strengthen you and preserve you and keep you to true 
faith unto life everlasting.  May we depart in peace and may the Lord be with 
you. 

C Amen 
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PRAYER 

A Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.   
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of 
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

 

C Amen. 
 

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE 
 

BENEDICTION 
P May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your 

heart  for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN      “The Church’s One Foundation”         
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples.  
C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

ACOLYTE  PRESCOTT EISELSTEIN 

ASSISTING MINISTER MADISON SCHROER ANNA LAYNE 

PASTOR INTERIM PASTOR DAVID HINKELMAN 
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The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of all those who are 
celebrating February birthdays, from Norma Pitts. 

 

Please check the 2026 Altar Flower Chart located above the usher stand to order flowers in 
honor of someone special or celebrating special occasions.  Price is $25.00 per vase.   

 

 
This Week at Advent 

Sun Feb 1 Confirmation/Sr. High 12:15pm 

Mon Feb 2 Men’s SALT Bible Study 2:30pm 

Tue Feb 3 Isabel’s Quilters 9:00am 

 Building Use – Singing Buckeyes 6:00pm 

Wed Feb 4 Worship at The Estates 2:00pm 

 Women’s Bible Study 2:45pm 

 Wednesday Night Zoom Worship 7:00pm 

Thur Feb 5 Adult Choir rehearsal 7:30pm 

Sat Feb 7 Building Use – sub sandwich 

making for Faith Mission 

8:00am-Noon 
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Looking Ahead: 

Sun Feb 8   ONE SERVICE    10:00 am 

Fri Feb 13-Sat Feb 14  Fun in Faith Retreat, Grades 2-5 Hopewood Pines 

Wed Feb 18   Ash Wednesday Worship Service 7:00 pm 

Weds in Lent   Soup Suppers & Worship Service 6:30 pm/7:15 pm 

Thur April 2   Maundy Thursday Worship Services 12 Noon & 7:00 pm 

Fri April 3   Good Friday Worship Services  12 Noon & 7:00 pm 

Sun April 5   Easter Sunday! Worship  8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Sun May 3   Advent’s 60th Anniversary Celebration! 

 

 

Commemorations This Week: 

 

Mon Feb 2, 2026: Presentation of Our Lord 

Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in the 
temple in accordance with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged priest 
who offered the song "Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace," as well as by the 
prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel. 

 

Tue Feb 3, 2026: Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 
865 

A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany where 
he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor people. 

 

Thur Feb 5, 2026: The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 

Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan 
missionaries. The religion was suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries 
and converts were crucified. Nevertheless, Christianity survived and later prospered. 
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