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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. NOVEMBER 30, 2025

INTRODUCTION

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both
Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the
Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and
there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of
salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and
meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

PRELUDE ““COME THOU O PRINCE OF PEACE” arr. Krentz Organ Jean Pontious

You may remain seated or stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

C we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the
ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent
among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

P God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.
You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

C Amen.
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Background on “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

GATHERING HYMN “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
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2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child,and yet a king;
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by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it  raise us to thy  glo - rious throne.
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit is with you all.
C And is also with you.
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First Sunday of Advent - Hope for Those Who Wait
Responsive Litany

Advent is a time for the human heart to wait, while trusting God’s eternal time.
How long, O Lord, how long?

For those waiting for answered prayer:

Grant your steadfast patience,

For those waiting in the face of uncertainty:

Grant unshakable confidence in your sovereign provision.

For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign:

Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded world.

For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come:

Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as
we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak.

Candle lighting

This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that throughout

history, God’s people have spent time waiting, wandering and wondering about the
timing of God’s eternal plan. Like the people of old, we long for God’s presence to
illuminate the areas of life where we are called to wait. This morning we echo the
words of the Psalmist, “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14)

8:30 Betty Appell & Marti Schorr 11:00 The Pittman Family
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Background on “Christ Be Our Light”

HYMN "Christ Be Our Light”, vs. 1
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PEACE
P The peace of Christ is with you always.
C And is also with you.

Please take a moment to share the peace
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray together the prayer of the day.

C God of all creation, we declare that you are the Eternal One. We confess to
you, O Lord, that we easily grow impatient, when your word to us is to wait.
Ignite within us a new and everlasting hope. We pray this is the name of
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Sit

WE HEAR THE WORD

The pericopes readings for this week are: Isaiah2:1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13:11-14, and
Matthew 24:36-44.

Background on “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”

PSALM 122 “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

You may remain seated or stand.
ALLELUIA VERSE
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words of e - ter - nal life Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-Iu - ia.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 24t chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one
will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect.”

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Background on “Hark the Glad Sound”

HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound”
0N . | | . | \ |
P ) | GI | 1 | } | I J i
. e 4 e 3
1 Hark,the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’‘ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
‘ » “A | | I
y. - F !' e F—‘ F - f F
7P I I = w— P | | I
N \ I
P —— ] =
® 7 i P
prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter - nal
| -‘ |
- - -4 P
B | ¢ - .
. t | = |
0N I | \ | \
o if Z i e if S — —
| |
TP r ? rL‘d sz
N~
pare a  throne and ev - ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.
/—“\
o —F d o d £ o ; Z
b P P e
I 1 I [ 1 [

8|Page




To SuPPORT ADVENT’S MINISTRIES, POINT CAMERA HERE G E -
OR put your donation in one of the pew envelopes and put in the offering plate.

“Here | Am” video plays

You may remain seated or stand
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Christians, what do we believe?

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence

A God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your
ways and lead us in your paths. Guide our Bishop Suzanne and national Bishop
Rev. Yehiel Curry. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower
us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of
grace, God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out
words of hate and transform them into words for building up community.
Remake implements of war to sow peace. We lift up Tanzania, Sudan, Ukraine,
Gaza bless them with peace and safety. Guide the leaders of Israel and Russia in
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the way of peace, quell their violent ways. Be with all who are living in the valley
of death. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing. Surround all with care and consolation.
We take a moment now to pray for those in need of healing; family members,
friends, co-workers, casual acquaintances and those we know by name, either
out loud, or silently in our hearts (pause). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture
therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of guidance, be with Advent as we prepare and witness to the birth of your
Son during our live nativity sharing with the community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of calling, be present in us, as your Advent family, as we reflect and
respond to your call with “Here | Am Send Me”. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of today and tomorrows, grant us and our call committee wisdom,
patience, freedom from anxiety, and reassurance as we await your Spirits voice
and revelation concerning a new leader who will walk with us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last,
bring us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a
home. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy.... And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

DISTRIBUTION

This communion bread is free from: Gluten, Dairy, Nuts, Egg and Yeast.
Grape juice is available by request at the chancel rail.

Please place your empty communion cup in the baskets
provided on the first row of chairs.

If you would like to receive communion at your seat,
please let an usher know.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

POST COMMUNION

P And now may the body of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and His most holy
and precious blood, strengthen you and preserve you and keep you to true
faith unto life everlasting. May we depart in peace and may the Lord be with

you.
C Amen
PRAYER
A God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us

forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in
the name of Jesus.

C Amen.
WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
BENEDICTION
P May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always.
C Amen.
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Background on “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”

SENDING HYMN

“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples.
C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
8:30 AM 11:00 AM
ACOLYTE HADLEY SAMUEL
ASSISTING MINISTER BRENT WELCH ANNA LAYNE
PASTOR INTERIM PASTOR DAVID HINKELMAN

The Altar Flowers are given from Julie Page, in memory of Chuck, and
from the Hinkelmans, in thanksgiving for Advent.

Please check the 2025 Altar Flower Chart located above the usher stand to order flowers in
honor of someone special or celebrating special occasions. Price is $25.00 per vase. Available
dates coming up: December 14 & 21. And be sure to sign up for the dates you want in 2026, as
well!
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Mon Dec 1
Tue Dec 2

Wed Dec 3

Thur Dec 4

Looking Ahead:

Sun Dec 7, 2025
Fri Dec 12, 2025

Wed Dec 24, 2025

Thur Dec 25, 2025

Tue Jan 6, 2026

Fri Feb 13-Sat Feb 14, 2026
Wed Feb 18, 2026

Weds in Lent

Thur April 2, 2026

Fri April 3, 2026

Sun April 5,2026

Sun May 3, 2026

This Week at Advent
Men’s SALT bible study

Isabel’s Quilters
Building Use — Singing Buckeyes
Women'’s Bible Study

Worship at The Estates

Wednesdays in Advent Zoom Worship

Adult Choir rehearsal

Live Nativity

Christmas with the Staff
Christmas Eve Family Service
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Christmas Day Service

Epiphany Worship Service

Fun in Faith Retreat, Grades 2-5
Ash Wednesday service

Soup Suppers & Worship Service

Maundy Thursday Worship Services

Good Friday Worship Services
Easter Sunday! Worship

Advent’s 60" Anniversary Celebration!

2:30pm
9:00am
6:00pm
1:00pm
2:00pm
7:00pm
7:30pm

5:00 pm
6:30pm-8:00pm
4:30 pm

7:00 pm

10:00 am

7:00 pm
Hopewood Pines
7:00 pm
6:30pm/7:15pm
12Noon & 7:00pm
12Noon & 7:00pm

8:30 am & 11:00 am
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Commemorations This Week:
Sun Nov 30: Andrew, Apostle

The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began to bring others
to the Savior, including Simon Peter. The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks
to meet Jesus, and he brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with
which Jesus fed thousands.

Wed Dec 3: Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552

A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India,
Southeast Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of
Jesus (Jesuits).

Thur Dec 4: John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749

A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological
works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries.

Sat Dec 6: Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey.
According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a
symbol of anonymous gift-giving.
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