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A Warm Welcome to Advent Lutheran Church on this 
  

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 a.m.       August 23, 2026 

 
 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which 
they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold 
confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s 
mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a 
living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we 
go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 
3660 Kenny Rd, Columbus, OH 43220 

Pastor Joel Richter 
Website: Adventelc.org 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE         Thaxted    by Gustav Holst 
Nate Krnac, organ 

You may stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin to God. 

 Compassionate God, 
C we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves.  In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light.  Restore us to dwell in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN   Give Me Jesus   ELW 770 vs. 1, 3 & 5 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit is with you all. 
C And is also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PEACE 
P The peace of Christ is with you always. 
C And is also with you. 
 

Please take a moment to share the peace 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together the prayer of the day. 
C O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 

our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that 
we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
You may be seated. 

 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

The pericopes readings for this week are: Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 

16:13-20 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 

 
After the reading:  
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 138   There Is a Name I Love to Hear  R226, vs. 1 & 2 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not 
all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

After the reading:  
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
 

You may stand. 

VERSE 
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 
Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 
After the reading:  
P    The Gospel of the Lord.     
C    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated. 
 
MESSAGE    Pastor Joel Richter 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Deep River  Trad. African-American spiritual 

    Stephen Grinch, baritone 
 
Offering is taken and the offering plates will be passed.  You may put your donation in 
one of the pew envelopes and put in the offering plates, or use the “Online Donator” card, 
found in the pew rack.  You can also support Advent’s Ministries by using this QR code: 

 
 
 
You may stand. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Christians, what do we believe? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary.   
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended into hell.   
On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

A God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen 
and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly 
proclaim your word of life to all the world.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and 
wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us 
to be wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations 
experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of 
relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
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A You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all 
who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental 
illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this 
day, especially those that we name on our lips or in our hearts (pause for 
prayers). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts 
and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all 
may be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in 
the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at 
your eternal banquet. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity 
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor 
is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 

 

 

 

 

You may be seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Believing in the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, this 
family of faith practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All are welcome when they are 

worshipping us. 

 

Holy Communion Instructions 
As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 

The body of Christ, given for you. The communicant may say: Amen 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen 

 

This communion bread is free from:  Gluten, Dairy, Nuts, Egg and Yeast. 

Grape juice is available by request at the chancel rail. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the baskets  
provided on the first row of chairs. 

If you would like to receive communion at your seat, 
please let an usher know. 
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You may stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen 
 
PRAYER 
A Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE 
BENEDICTION 

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
always. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN       We All Are One in Mission   ELW 576 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples. 
C Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 

Sun Aug 23, 2026 10:00 am 

ACOLYTE Teddy Dennett 

ORGANIST Nate Krnac 

ASSISTING MINISTER Alysha Clous 

PASTOR The Rev. Joel Richter 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726485. All rights reserved. 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of the heavenly 
birthday of Betty Milligan, by Jana and Mike Milligan. 

 

Please check the 2026 Altar Flower Chart located above the usher stand to order flowers in 
honor of someone special or celebrating special occasions.  Open dates are August 30, 
September 6, 13, & 20.  Price is $25.00 per vase.   

 

This Week at Advent 

Sun Aug 23 Altar Guild Annual Meeting 11:15am 

Tue Aug 25 Building Use – Singing Buckeyes 6:00pm 

Wed Aug 26 Worship @The Estates at Knightsbridge 2:00pm 

Thur Aug 27 Advent Choir rehearsal 7:30pm 
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Looking Ahead: 

August 23  Altar Guild Annual Meeting     11:15 a.m. 

August 30 Parent/Student Yearly Schedule/Sign Ups Meeting  11:15 a.m. 

Sept 13  Old Time Gospel Service     10:00 a.m. 

Sept 20  Rally Day – we go back to two services at 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

  Church Picnic @Thompson Park South Shelter   12:00pm 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Mon Aug 24, 2026: Bartholomew, Apostle 

Mentioned as one of Jesus' disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Bartholomew's name is 
replaced in John's gospel by Nathanael, leading many to believe that the two are different 
names for the same person. Little is known about his work, though some traditions place 
him later in India or Armenia.  

Fri Aug 28, 2026: Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430 

Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western church. A native of North 
Africa, he recovered from a debauched young adulthood through the influence of his 
mother, Monica, and Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Besides writing influential theological 
books, he served as bishop of Hippo, in present-day Algeria. 

Fri Aug 28, 2026: Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400 

Converted from life as a thief and a robber to Christianity, Moses was an Ethiopian who 
became a desert monk at Skete. The change in his heart and life had a profound impact on 
his native country. He was murdered when Berber bandits attacked his monastery. 

 

“Paraments and Stole for Ordinary Time” (Green Paraments) 

by Melissa Richeson-O’Neil, Artist 

 

The words “Ordinary Time” are used to describe the weeks between church seasons – the 
weeks that fall between Christmastime and Easter and the weeks between Pentecost and 
Advent.  The phrasing comes from the word “ordinal” meaning “counted” because we 
count these weeks to track the progression of the church year and the readings from the 
lectionary.   
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Keep in mind, however, that this time is anything but “ordinary!”  Advent’s paraments for 
these weeks are full of energy.  From the root at the base of the altar parament, four 
swirling masses spring forth, representing the four commitments of the people at Advent – 
to worship God, follow Jesus, serve others, and make disciples.  The root itself mirrors the 
rose window above the altar which includes the stump of Jesse from which “A shoot shall 
come out…” (Isaiah 11:1).  Flowing beneath and up the sides of the altar piece are streams 
of water in purples and blues – the cleansing waters of God’s love which supported and 
nourished Jesse and his descendants also nourish us through baptism. 

 

The lower angles of both the altar and pulpit pieces reach upward from the center, 
depicting us as we outstretch our arms in praise to God.  Open areas in the hangings allow 
sight of the shape and substance or the altar and pulpit, reminding us of the strength and 
love we receive from God as we share both Word and Eucharist. 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Pastor: Joel Richter 

Director of Music, Youth & Family 
Ministries: Marcy Layne 

Organist/Pianist: Nate Krnac 

Digital Content Manager: Courtney 
Pittman 

Nursery: Courtney Crum 

Church Life Coordinator: Beth Pittman 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Pastor Joel Richter, 937-527-1794 

pastor@adventelc.org 

 

Marcy Layne, 614-451-3639  

youth@adventelc.org 

 

Beth Pittman, 614-451-3639 

office@adventelc.org  
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