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9™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

10:00 A.M. JuLY 26,2026

INTRODUCTION

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great
catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us
first!

PRELUDE “Neither Death nor Life”  arr. Marty Haugen  Nate Krnac
You may stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Restin God’s love.
C Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

“Gather Us In”’

WOV 718, vs. 1,2,4
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we shall a - nise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit is with you all.

C

HYMN OF PRAISE

And is also with you.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ is with you always.
And is also with you.

Please take a moment to share the peace

6|Page



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together the prayer of the day.

C Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us
your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

-

You may be seated.

WE HEAR THE WORD
The pericopes readings for this week are: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:26-
39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what | should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love
to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now,
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
| am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servantisin
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they
cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind
to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this
great people of yours?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you
have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your
enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, | now do
according to your word. Indeed, | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

After the reading:

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 119 “Seek Ye First”

WOV 783, v.1 & 2
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*May be sung as a lwo-voice canon.

Text: Masthew 6:33, 7:7: adapt. by Karen Laffenty, b 1948
Tune: SEEK YE FIRST, Irregular. Karen Lafferty. b1 848
1972, CCCM Music/Universal Music-Brentwond Benson Publishing (admin. CapitolCMGPablishing com)
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

You may stand.

VERSE
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13t chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the
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furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?”’” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
You may be seated.

MESSAGE
Pastor Joel Richter

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Madly” by Steve Fee

Courtney Pittman, Darien McCoy and Nate Krnac

Offering is taken and the offering plates will be passed. You may put your donation in
one of the pew envelopes and put in the offering plates, or use the “Online Donator” card,
found in the pew rack. You can also support Advent’s Ministries by using this QR code:

(=] =]
E =
[=155%

You may stand.
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
APOSTLES’ CREED
A Christians, what do we believe?
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and

born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

1n|Page



He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence

God of wisdom, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing
for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead
your disciples in any way. llluminate their minds as they lead people in sharing
the Gospel. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As we breathe and live, God help us to recognize signs of your presence among
us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family
farms, from ranches to wild places. Protect these treasures. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Peaceful and guiding God, help civic leaders hear their peoples’ stories with
compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never
be separated. The kingdom of heaven is like a pearl of great value as they hear
these stories let them find the grace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Graceful and healing God, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all
who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. The Spirit
is present in our weakness with sighs too deep for words. God of grace,
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A

C

hear our prayer.

Redeeming God, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that
distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. Your love centers us and
restores our lives. Let your love spread through the world like a mustard seed.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

-

o)

o)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor

is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

You may be seated.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Believing in the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, this
family of faith practices Eucharistic hospitality. All are welcome when they are
worshipping us.

Holy Communion Instructions
As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. The communicant may say: Amen
The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen

This communion bread is free from: Gluten, Dairy, Nuts, Egg and Yeast.
Grape juice is available by request at the chancel rail.

Please place your empty communion cup in the baskets
provided on the first row of chairs.

If you would like to receive communion at your seat,
please let an usher know.
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You may stand.

POST COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and

P

grace.
C Amen
PRAYER
A
C Amen.
BENEDICTION
P

always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” WOV 781, v. 1& 4
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
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Since Christis Lord of heav-en and earth,how can 1 keep from sing-ing?
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.
DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples.

C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Sun July 26, 2026 10:00 am
ACOLYTE Andrena Samuel
ORGANIST Nate Krnac

ASSISTING MINISTER Anna Layne

PASTOR The Rev. Joel Richter

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726485. All rights reserved.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God, in remembrance of Clara Ruoff
(mother) and John Ruoff (brother), by Norma Pitts.

Please check the 2026 Altar Flower Chart located above the usher stand to order flowers in
honor of someone special or celebrating special occasions. Price is $25.00 per vase.

This Week at Advent
Sun July 26 Youth Gathering 2027 info meeting ~ 11:15am
Tue July 28 Building Use — Singing Buckeyes 6:00pm
Wed July 29 Worship @ The Estates 2:00pm
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Looking Ahead:

August 9 Young Adults Fellowship @ Panera 11:30 a.m.

August 16 Blessing of the Backpacks 10:00 a.m.
Messy Games and Back to School Bash 3:00 p.m.

August 18 Advent serves at Faith Mission 4:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.

Sept 13 Old Time Gospel Service 10:00 a.m.

Sept 20 Rally Day — we go back to two services at 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Upcoming Commemorations

Tue July 28, 2026: Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schiitz, died 1672; George
Frederick Handel, died 1759; musicians

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church.
Schiitz was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300
cantatas along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called the "fifth
evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great work, Messiah, is
a setting of scriptural texts.

Wed July 29, 2026: Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany

Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that
they offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him.
Their brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to
come.

Wed July 29, 2026: Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030

Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming
Christian and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer
them fairly. Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his
kingdom.
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