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A Warm Welcome to Advent Lutheran Church on this 
  

21st Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.    October 18, 2026 

 
 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to 
him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate 
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we 
offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

Advent Lutheran Church 
3660 Kenny Rd, Columbus, OH 43220 

Pastor Joel Richter 
Website: Adventelc.org 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE   Come Thou Almighty King              Felice de Giardini 
     Beth Pittman, piano 

You may stand. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 

C Amen. 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

 Compassionate God, 
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 

own hearts.  Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships.  Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  Divisions disrupt 
your call to show genuine love to others.  Turn our hearts back to you.  
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.  Renew us to live as your 
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 | P a g e  

 

GATHERING HYMN  All My Hope on God is Founded WOV 782 vs. 1,3,4 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit is with you all. 
C And is also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 

PEACE 
P The peace of Christ is with you always. 
C And is also with you. 
 
 

Please take a moment to share the peace 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together the prayer of the day. 
C Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in 

your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 
You may be seated. 

WE HEAR THE WORD 
The pericopes readings for this week are: Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9[10-13]; 1 Thessalonians 

1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 
1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to 
subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before 
him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the mountains; I 
will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron;3 I will give 
you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know 
that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.  4 For the sake of my 
servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name; I give you a title, though 
you do not know me.  5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no 
god.  I arm you, though you do not know me, 6 so that they may know, from the rising 
of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there 
is no other.  7 I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD 
do all these things. 
 
After the reading:  
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM    Just A Closer Walk with Thee                 ELW 697 

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

  1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel 
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came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution 
you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God 
has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report about 
us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to 
serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
 

After the reading:  
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

You may stand. 

VERSE 
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 22nd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
   15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you 
are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to 
no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is 
it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” 
And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and 
whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they 
heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 
 
After the reading:  
P    The Gospel of the Lord.     
C    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated. 

MESSAGE 
Pastor Joel Richter 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

8:30AM   Now Thank We All Our God        Crüger 

Beth Pittman, piano 

 

11:00AM    Honey in the Rock              Ligertwood/Lake 

Advent’s Praise & Worship Band 
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Offering is taken and the offering plates will be passed.  You may put your donation in 
one of the pew envelopes and put in the offering plates, or use the “Online Donator” card,  
found in the pew rack.  You can also support Advent’s Ministries by using this QR code: 

You may stand.                    
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray.  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 
abundantly.  All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.  
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 
neighbors, today and always. 

C Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Christians, what do we believe? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary.   

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended into hell.   
On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A Calling upon the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church 
and the world. 

A brief silence 

A Living and loving God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give 
your spirit of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained 
ministry, including Tony Maggio.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A Creating and majestic God, we give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. 
Protect the abundant life within them and sustain all those who work to 
preserve them.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Wise and loving God, reveal your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold 
positions of authority around the world, that they act with compassion, seeking 
the good of all.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Protecting God, be with all people who work in dangerous or degrading 
environments. Grant them safety and courage, and heal all those who are 
injured, sick, or suffering especially Amy, Brenda, Dee, Jerry and those we name 
on our lips and in our hearts (pause for prayers).  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A All knowing and all-seeing God, continue to bless those who do the quiet, 
unseen work of the church as represented in our ministry fair today. Encourage 
them in their work of faith and labor of love.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Consoling God, thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you.  
Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

You may be seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Believing in the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, this 
family of faith practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All are welcome when they are 

worshipping us. 

This communion bread is free from:  Gluten, Dairy, Nuts, Egg and Yeast. 

Grape juice is available by request at the chancel rail. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the baskets  
provided on the first row of chairs. 

 
If you would like to receive communion at your seat, 

please let an usher know. 
 
 
You may stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen 
 
PRAYER 

A Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 
abundant life.  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.  
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
 

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ 

Jesus. 
C Amen. 



16 | P a g e  

 

P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 
interceding of the Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN      God of Grace and God of Glory            ELW 705, vs 1 & 4 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 8:30 am 11:00 am 

Acolyte  Sam Witten 

Assisting Minister Susan Cockerill Xavier  Toliver 

Pianist/Organist Beth Pittman 

Pastor The Rev. Joel Richter 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726485. All rights reserved. 
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of their October 
birthdays, from Roy and Jane Hart; and with thanks to God for Isabel’s Quilters and the 
comfort they bring to many, from Brenda Wheeler. 

 

Please check the 2026 Altar Flower Chart located above the usher stand to order flowers in 
honor of someone special or celebrating special occasions.  Open dates are November 1 & 
December 27.  Price is $25.00 per vase.   

 
This Week at Advent 

Sun Oct 18 Worship Service 8:30am 

 Activities & Ministries Fair & 

Sunday School 

9:45am 

 Worship Service (livestreamed) 11:00am 

 Sr. High/Confirmation 12:15pm 

Mon Oct 19 NO SCHOOL  

 Men’s SALT Bible Study 2:30pm 

 Church Council meeting 6:30pm 

Tue Oct 20 Advent serves @Faith Mission 4:30pm 

 Building Use – Singing Buckeyes 6:00pm 

Wed Oct 21 Women’s Bible Study 10:00am 

 Worship @The Estates 2:00pm 

 Y2 group meets 6:30pm 

Thur Oct 22 Advent Choir rehearsal 7:30pm 

Sat Oct 24 Confirmation rehearsal 1:00pm 
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Looking Ahead: 

Sun Oct 25 Confirmation – One Service    10:00 a.m. 

  Reception for Confirmands    11:15 a.m. 

Sun Nov 1 First Sunday Fellowship    in between services 

Sun Nov 22 Sr. High provides dinner for Jacob’s Porch  5:15pm 

Tue Nov 24 Thanksgiving worship service    7:00pm 

Sun Dec 6 First Sunday Fellowship    in between services 

  Live Nativity!      5:00pm-7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Sun Oct 18, 2026: Luke, Evangelist 

Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of 
Jesus' life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us some of the most 
beloved parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon. 

 

Fri Oct 23, 2026: James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New 
Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain 
whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem. 
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STAFF 

Pastor: Joel Richter 

Director of Music, Youth & Family 
Ministries: Marcy Layne 

Organist/Pianist:  

Digital Content Manager: Courtney 
Pittman 

Nursery: Courtney Crum 

Church Life Coordinator: Beth Pittman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Pastor Joel Richter, 937-527-1794 

pastor@adventelc.org 

 

Marcy Layne, 614-451-3639  

youth@adventelc.org 

 

Beth Pittman, 614-451-3639 

office@adventelc.org  
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